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Athena Leadership Surpasses Expectation With Inaugural Fundraiser 
 
Winnipeg, MB. July 09, 2014 – Athena Leadership is pleased to announce its inaugural fundraiser – A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream – was a huge success in its first year, bringing the best of ethereal décor, 
entertainment and attire. Winnipeg’s young professionals stepped out in flower crowns and whimsical 
attire on July 5 to enjoy a unique evening of Shakespearian inspiration in Manitoba Hydro Place, 
which was transformed into a midsummer night’s garden party with live entertainment, luxury 
Mercedes Benz exhibits, a high-value auction, “selfie” station, gourmet desserts, and more. 
 
With the help of presenting sponsors Mercedes Benz Winnipeg and Hendrick’s Gin, the fundraiser 
raised over $11,000 in support of the Athena Leader of Tomorrow Scholarship fund. 
 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream event Chair Kayla Dickin said “We set ambitious goals and timelines to 
make this event happen, but surpassed expectation in terms of funds raised, attendance, 
engagement, and positive feedback. The success of Athena Leadership’s first large-scale fundraising 
event is completely attributed to the talented and dedicated committee, as well as the support of our 
outstanding first-year sponsors. We are so thrilled to have had such a dynamic, collaborative group 
working together to make it happen.” 
 
All proceeds from the event benefit the Leader of Tomorrow Scholarship fund, established in 2013, 
which supports young Manitoban women exhibiting high potential and financial need who want to 
further their education. 
 
 “Athena Leadership’s Midsummer Night’s Dream event exceeded our expectations and established 
itself as another destination event for young professionals in Winnipeg,” said Lindy Norris, Founder 
and President of Athena Leadership. “A unique evening experience, while making a difference in our 
community truly serves the young professional audience in Winnipeg. Through this event we are 
proud to continue providing opportunity to deserving young women, and expand their avenues of 
development and success. We are privileged to have brought together a dynamic group in supporting 
our community.”  
 
The talented event committee included Kayla Dickin, Lindy Norris , Lana Bakun, Sharenda Wiebe. 
Ashley Monette, Erin Bartlett, Dana Chappellaz, Deanna Fair, Yelena Maleyev and Laura Wittig. 
 
For more information on Athena Leadership, visit www.athenaleadership.ca or contact: 
Lisa Pitura, Director, PR & Communications      
Lpitura@gmail.com   
 

 - 30 - 
 
Founded in 2011, Athena Leadership is a Manitoba based, non-profit organization dedicated to 
advancing women in leadership roles. The organization provides mentorship, leadership development, 
and philanthropic opportunities - allowing influential women to cultivate leadership amongst peers and 
move forward with a common goal. Athena Leadership serves to foster inspiration, ambition, and 
success. More information at www.athenaleadership.ca. 


